
Thıs 15 the Vıctory that ()vercomes the or"This is the Victory that Overcomes the World ... our  Faith"/(An Essay in Gratitude for the Ministry and  {  Ecumenical Witness of Hans Eberhard Fichtner  BY PRESIDENT FREDERICK R. TROST, WISCONSIN  It was a Tuesday, in April of 1986, shortly before four o'clock in the  afternoon. The train left Berlin, heading to the south and east towards  the old city of Görlitz. It was in this city that I would be welcomed by  the ecumenical officer of the Evangelische Kirche des Görlitzer  Kirchengebietes, Oberkonsistorialrat Hans Eberhard Fichtner, a great  friend of Kirchengemeinschaft between the Evangelical Church of the  Union and the United Church of Christ (USA). Hans Eberhard Fichtner  was one of those servants of the Word whose ecumenical vision reached  high and wide and whose visits to the United States had helped build a  foundation for the ecumenical partnership that has developed between  our two Churches. The occasion was the installation of the new bishop  of the Evangelical Church in Görlitz, Dr. Joachim Rogge.  The train halted in Cottbus and then pressed on towards the Polish  and Czech borders, through Weisswasser and Haehnichen, Kodersdorf  and Emmrichswalde, Charlottenhof and Uhsmannsdorf. Along the way,  I was struck by the sight of the tall birch trees and the lovely evergreen  forests, the last of the winter snow melting in the sun, dozens of white-  tailed deer feeding in the warmth of the late afternoon, people riding  their bicycles along narrow country roads, an occasional power plant,  and the many villages in the Ober-Lausitz region of the German  Democratic Republic.  Shortly before seven o'clock, the twin spires of the Church of St.  Peter and Paul, portions of which date from the years 1220-1230,  appeared in the distance. Soon the coaches creaked to a stop and I was  met in the train station by this faithful friend of so many years, HansOUT
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It W as Tuesday, in prı of 1986, shortly before four clock In the
afternoon. The traın eft Berlın, headıng the south and east towards
the old Cıty of Görlıitz It W ds In thıs cıty that WOU be welcomed by
the ecumenı1cal officer of the Evangelısche Kırche des (Görlıtzer
Kırchengebietes, Oberkonsıistorlalrat Hans Eberhard Fichtner, greg
frıend of Kirchengemeinschaft between the Evangelıca Church of the
Unıi1on and the Unıited Church of Chrıst Hans ernar: 1ıchAtiner
W as ONEC of those TV. of the Word whose ecumenı1cal Vvis1ıon eached
hıgh and wıde and whose vIsıts the Uniıted States had helped 1888
foundatıon for the ecumenı1cal partnershıp that has developed between
(GÜ+- [WO urcnes The OCCas]ıon W dsS the installatıon of the 11 bıshop
of the Evangelıca Church In Görlıtz, Dr oachım ogge

The traın halted In (CCottbus and then pressed towards the Polısh
and ZeC borders. hrough Welsswasser and Haehnıiıchen, Kodersdorf
and MMrıchswalde, Charlottenhof and Uhsmannsdorft. ong the WAdY,

W as struck Dy the S12 of the tall ITG and the lovely CVELSICCH
forests, the last of the wınter SI1LOW melting In the SUunN, dozens of whıte-
taıled eer feeding in the warmth of the ate afternoon, people rıdıng
theır ı1cycles along aITOW COUNLIY roads, OCccasıonal plant,
and the INan Y villages in the Ober-Lausıtz reg10N of the German
Democratic epublıc.

Shortly before clock, the twın spıres of the Church of St
Peter and Paul, portions of 1C date irom the O-1
appeared In the dıstance. (970)8| the coaches reaked StOp and W as
met In the traın statıon Dy thıs faıthful Irıend of INanYy VCAaIS, Hans
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erhar 1cCchtner Hans Eberhard Was often the ONC who met those otf
us who CAaLine from abroad He and h1s dear wıfe. Karın, putL usSs In
theır home, fed Ü, cared for (JUT need, and dıd those often
invisıble c that make QueSLIS firom dıstant places feel VCLY much al
ome CTE AL those who ave theor1ized about the unıty of Chrıist's
Church. others who ave wriıtten 1C [078) about 1t Hans Eberhard
has een ONC whose ıfe has embraced 1t, brother whose often quıiet
and gentle, carıng AaCTS of kındness enfleshed Kirchengemeinschaft.

Can S{T1 picture the CIty, datıng from the eieven CCENTLUTrY,
overlookıng the NeIisse Rıver, seemingly untouched Dy the LAaVaSCS of
the Second Or War In the STA bulldıngs ate back
centurlies the time the Franc1ıscans arrıved in 1234 ul theır
clo1ister and the DOOTL Görlıitz 15 CIty marked CVCNMN oday
by LOWerSs, the Frauenturm (1305), the Nıkolaiturm (1348),
the Reiıchenbacher 1ower (157/6) The old churches a1sSO remaın. The
AVC of the Peterskırche dates from the >when Luther
Was ST1I and (Calvın had yel SCC the 1g of day One has
AaWESOMME of history in such places. Ihe Frauenkıirche (begun In

the nnenkapelle E 123; and the Nıkolaikirche S G-
all ear wıtness the truth of the Word made tlesh

TIhe Protestant Reformation Camme LO thıs reg10n in the early
hrough the eachıng of Franz Rotbart 0OSsSe yYCalS WeEeIC marked by
strıfe the and nobılıty. ne-thır: of the CIty of Görlitz
1s saıd ave een set afıre and urne O the ground. Ihe reg10n
became predomiımnantly Lutheran, though SOMIC of the princes turned O
the Reformed confess1ion around the yCal 560 Ooday, the vangelıca
Church in thıs part of Germany 18 the maller regional
COomMMuUnNnN1ONS belonging the Evangelıca Church of the Unıion. In ıts
mıdst dIC congregations of or (Oof Ze6 and Polısh or121n), who
maımintaın theır ancıent CUuSLtOMS, deeply devoted Scripture and
Luther's catechısms. ıthın ıts boundaries 1S the famous Herrnhut
communıty where Count Zinzendorf Was actıve and where., from the
yCar 728 thıs day, the famous Losungen AIec publıshed ıth
eCXfs for each day of the Church Year

Hans erhar:‘ Fichtner welcomed the Ian Yy QuUESIS who had COINC
Görlıitz in the Spring of 986 WwI1tnNess the installation of another Irıend,
Dr oachım ogge (+2000), d bıshop. I hıs memorable took
place In the Lutherkirche aturday, prı the date in 560 of the
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ea of Phılıpp Melanc  on and In S70 of the Protest al Speyver)
recall that it W ds raınıng hard and ıt W dasSs cold, SICY day Hans
Eberhard currıed around searchıng for umbreila somethıng ıth
IC COU OQUT ea ASs the clergzy gathere outsıde the
church egın the process1ion. As remember, approxımately 1.100
people gathere In the AVC of the 1 utherkırche and Sahnı< together
the words of the hymn Dy eorg Weıssel, "(GrOSSer Gott, WILFr en
dich

The long procession of pastors and other church workers, entered the
dAVC the festive MUSIC of the "Prelude an uZUueE In MAaJOr, !] by
Hans-Leo Hassler and Johann Sebastıan Bach We TO into sing1ng
the beautıiful hymn SPFeils. Lob UN) ank sel Gott dem Herren, !! ıth
words DYy Petrus Herbert (1566) and Samuel Mareschall (1606)
Followıng ote{tte for [WO four-vol1ce cho1mrs (based salim 56); the
yrıe and Gloria WEITIC SUuNne Dy the congregatıon and cho1Irs iın three
VO1ICES. Prayers WCIC spoken and John ISI W dsS read. The cho1ır
Joıned ıth glor10us Ote{ite for S1X-VO1CE cho1r Dy Heıinrich Schuetz,

hin eın rechter Weinstock, meın Vater eın Weingaertner. ” Dr
Hermann 1N! spoke SOM VEeISCS irom Romans 15 and aSs the HE  S

bıshop toO "accept us dASs al' be us theologıca. gu1de, pomting
us In the WaY of the gospel, celebrating the Sacraments ıth
fOorg1vineg OUT S1NS, serving us AdSs teacher. Do nNnOoTt o1ve us hat
the maJorıty INAaYy ask,“ Dr 1N! saıld, "neıther Ü do everythıng
yoursel[,... but help us SImMpLY ıth the ets  M Then IIr 1N:! turned

the congregation and Saldı - things ell in UT Church
depends noTLt sımply the HE  < bıshop, but u DaSstors and teachers
and members of the laıty Therefore, let us ask ourselves 1f AT

prepared SaVY Yes: dSs God elps IN As Chriıst has dONE:. - let us
{O the QI0TY of'

In h1ıs SCITNON, Bıshop (jottfiried Orc of Berlın-Brandenburg,
emıinded us al] that in the hıstory of the Church, AS In UT OW hyves. .
"the paınful times Can be times when God blesses 1ıth OUT ne1ghbors
and that the times of persecution ave en the times when the Church's
wıtness has CCn the StrongestT, and the WOTr has taken ote of it TOM

human poIn of VIEW, “ he sald, "the sıtuation facıng Paul ın the
Phılıpp1 Jaıl W as opeless.,... but then there W ds the earthquake. If the
1fe of the Church epende only upON OUT experlence, OUTr abılıty, ıt
WOU 1a(011 be enough... No, the certaimnty of OUT al (in go0od times and
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In bad), firom the fact hat (10d Was in Christ, reconcılıng the
WOT. NO hıimse Thıs 1S Iirue NOTL only for bıshop, but Tor us m
Lookıng back, remember how Hans Eberhard Fichtner always pomnted
the QueESIS he o0k iInto hIıs ome the possı1bıilıty of 1819  < day COomIng,
when WOU be wıpe AWAVY and those who remaıned irue the
Gospel WOU 1ft theır hearts We faıled leave the old CIty
of Görlıtz ıth of hope.

Bıshop ogge spoke of that hope In h1is 4se John A
Ihe NCe, 18 1S the Victory that OVEICOMECS the WOT. OUT

aıth,” should ast us lıfetime, he saıd, dASs lıve Out OUTr beliıefs NOTL
agamınst the WOT. but for the world.” al he proclaımed, r  18 share
in the Victory of Jesus Chrıst who stands al the sıde of the weak and ot
those who ave power. — We dICc called, he went "tO be serving
people, 1{8 CNZALC In the minIistry of Peace A  1S 18(011 PIOSTAM,
but WaY of ıfe  „ Lookıng back, emıiınded of Abraham Joshua
eschel observatıon that there COMNC In lıfe, times {O r  CIYy out, Ihe
vocatıon of people of al remaıns the end of time be serving
people, refusıng {O imprison God OUT sanctuarıes, OW the word
of (J0d die OUT 11ps 1n oday of TtTIeNds such ASs oachım
oggg and Hans ernar:! Fichtner and uenther Dressler, and
Mueller and Norbert Kruppke and Ian Y others who, In bold words
quıiet ee! ost hope the abılıty '  CIYy out  AA They helped us O
remaın der ache  AA and O tend "the ets  AA

Ihe Serviıice that day en wıth the VITe eum laudamus" and
benediction W ds spoken. The Lal out ACTOSS the ancılent CIty and
W dS emminded of the words of another ervant of the Word, Archbıshop
(Oscar Romero of San alvador who sald: '"When leave worshıp,
OUg out the WdY Moses descended Mount S1nal: ıth oOne's face
shıinıng, wıth NeESs  ' heart brave and Stirong to face the world
dıfficulties." So ıt Was that raıny day In Görlıtz, the other s1ıde of
"the 1vidıng all of hostility, ” deep wıthın the Body of Chriıst. nearly
1fteen AQO And ıt remaılns oday dS eaders of the holy
CatANOol1c church such dSs Hans Eberhard Fichtner ave sought teach u
summon1ing us In word and deed us lıve Out OUT faıth, the "victory
hat OVEICONICS the world.” Thanks be LO (G0d!


